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1 
This invention relates to racks and ïims to 
provide an improved rack partfcularly but mot 
exelusively adapted for storing-oZ utensil covers 
of various sizes and degrees oZ convexity. 
In the average kitchen tlze h-ousewife bas 
merous pots, paris, saucepans, 'ket-les, etc., of 
various sïzes and styles. Most f these covers are 
convexed upwaTdly to a greater or lesser deEree, 
and provided with centraïly tocted knobs .or 
handles. Most OE the covers are relatively rhin 
at their edges though occasionàtY ore :bas a de.- 
pendent skirt flange making it relativeIy thick 
at its perimeter. 
" Particularly because of the limied space in 
modern kitchens it is the general practiïce to pile 
these covers helter-skelter in some cabinet space, 
usually in the saine cbinet vih the vrious pots 
and paris. Wïth suc-h helter-skdlter storage when 
the hoUsewife attëmpts to extra'or a prticular 
pari or cover from the cabinet, it-frequently oc- 
ours that a number of other covers cascade onto 
the floor. Piling of the .covers in store drawers 
and the like is hot satisfactory; as this oecupies 
a great del of space and because-of the .endency 
of the odd sizes and shapes fo cant over, such 
piling of covers frequently intefferes with the 
opening oZ the drawer and is generCÂy a nui- 
sance. 
A general object of theprCent ivn$in is fo 
provide means for storirg sùcl odd. sizes and 
shapes of covers, Whl.ch may incude  resonable 
number of covers oZ the edge-slïi»rted tYl, .in a 
minimum of space, so that they are flrmly re- 
taired while stored, and so that -the string ad 
wlthdrawal of a' particulr cover may be accom- 
pliShed without the inconveni:ence of prior prac- 
rices. 
Prticular objects of the invention, sevrally 
and in various cooperating combinations, are fo 
provide a novel form of rack preferably adapted 
to- flex and receive pot and pun corCs: in rrïutu- 
ally nesting relation; to provide a ack in. which 
undue srssing of welded Joints ïnd. the like is 
avoided; to pr0vide 'a rack f simple and 
pensive construction; to provide a rack adapted 
for shelf or wall support; fo provïde a rcl. Which. 
affords visual, goEdance forlnset.on oth'e uten- 
sil covers o be house4; to provide a ck foîmed 
for efficient  nesting for shipment; arà generally 
to provide a rack of attractive apperanc« 
utitity. 
Other objects and advan%ages of the-invention 
reside in improved details, of constton, und. 
novel f:èurs w, hich w-ill- be, gpparC from, the 
fltbwing description 0£ $'Prerzd. embodtment 

With tle foregolng objects in mind the inven- 
tion consiss in a rack comprising a reltively 
stiff frame and provided with bac" 'or wie ormed 
opposed base- and bak-grflles, st 'least one 
 whic is preferablyknee-forming and w.hich 
eraby bave rearwardly sloping portions and ,for- 
wurdly sloping -portions for engaging and retain- 
ing the cón:¢ex utensil .covers and the likè, and 
in Che improved features and. combi.na.tioïs lere- 
10 inafter described and-claimed. 
tri the accompanylng-dra, w.i-gs eemoIifyïng 
the ïnvention: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view; 
Fig. 2 is a side elevtlOl; 
15 Fig. 3 is a detfl i-n fore a.nd ft-ve-tica:l seC-. 
tion; gnd 
Fig. 4 is a detal ir plan taken on the line 
of Fig. 3 in the direction indicted by thë arrows. 
As is preferred, the rack in he form shown in 
20 the drawiugs is formed eï a single-continUous 
paraliel bar-grille comprising side îrame mem- 
bers , end frame members B and C and lengi- 
tudin'al relatively resilient bars D. Tlis g.i.lle in 
the form shown is bent tra.nsversely i. one direc 
25 tion adjacent its center, as. at the region f0:» and 
in the opposite.direction adjacent each:Of ït.ends: 
as at the regions ! ! and ! 2, fo give it. a. deëply 
centered inverted W--stape in the plane o:f ïts 
bars (Fig. 2). Means, Such as the screwrecêi  
ing loop-elements I $, I:$a, is provided  f0 mount- 
30 lng the rack on a supporting surface with itscen. 
ter bënd rearwardt.Y diëcted Go adapt, it to 
ceive utensil covers insrted from its fr-ont as 
dlcated by the arrOw I, Fig. 2. 
Preferabiy the respective sectiens '» 16 .L, 1:8 
35 of the W:shaped crOsssecfion ae arral 
angles of about sixty degrees fo each: other 
shown; but hese respective aïg:les may be wried, 
say twenty degrees or more, wïthou-t toss of the 
advantages.of the invention. 
4O For convenience lerein the deice, wi..ll, be dê 
scribed for the most part. with r-eferece t0: the 
mounting position shown in Figs 1. ard/2regard- 
ing the surface E as a horizontal surface,, bt- 
is to be' understood that thë:device may be mount 
45 ed on a wall or otlerwise- and is no limied o 
munting ïn the manner shown. 
Wl-e mounted n a horizontal suï'fuce E 
shov¢n in Fig. 2 the basegrille section ï pref:- 
5{} erably bas a rearward sl0pe at an angle of about 
flfteen to thirty degrees for the purpose hëreïn- 
ater described; and wlen mounted on a vertical' 
surface E (Fig. 2 rotated ninety degrees clocl- 
wise.) ,. the grille section  6 prefeably lias a 
$$ far rearward slope to the horlzonl, 
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In the form shown the principal sections of the 
rack may be conveniently designated as a base- 
grille section |5 of spaced parallel bars, and an 
upstanding back-grille section |6 of spaced paral- 
lel bars coplanar with those of the base-grille 
section. In addition in the preferred form shown 
the rack is provided with other elements as the 
offset section | 7 comprising coplanar extensions 
of the bars of the base section |5; the offset |8 
likewise comprising extensions of the bars D; a 
cross-bar G secured to the frame and which in 
addition is preferably spot welded or otherwise 
secured fo the grille bars D for strengthening the 
rack; and one or more cross-bars F, H, I, secured 
to the frame members A and freely bridging the 
grille wires D so that they do not interfere with 
movement of the grille bars D af the crosslng 
points. 
The mounting elements | are preferably 
formed as bends in the relatively rigld frame 
members ABC, and the mounting elements |« 
are preferably formed on the bar G and extend 
through the grille as shown, as this reduces headm 
room requirements fo a minimum compared to 
use of elevated leg members. The bends |$ in the 
member B may be duplicated in the member C 
if if is desired fo provide for wall mounting with m 
out turning of the unit through ninety degrees. 
The parallel grille bars D are preferably arm 
ranged in groups of bars spaced approximately 
onemhalf inch apart, with wider spaces between 
certain bars fo accommodate covers of the widely 
bulged or edge-skirted types. These grille bars 
are preferably formed of relatively springy wire 
so they may be resiliently deflected from, and rem 
turn to, the parallel position shown. The side 
frame members A are preferably of suflicien 
rigidity fo be selfmsupporting. This renders use 
of brace members unnecessary and ïacilitates 
nesting of the devices, so that a large number of 
them may be shipped in a relatively small carton. 
As is shown in Ftgs. 2 and 3, the wires D may be 
spot welded or otherwise secured to the frame 
members» herein the members B and C. 
As convexed covers are inserted in the rack as 
indicated by the arrow |4, Fig. 2 (surface E beir 
considered as horizontal), they are initially enm 
gaged between the laterally resflient knees of the 
bars D in the region | | between the base section 
|5 and the offset section |7. As the knees and 
any covers already in the rack are exhiblted, 
edge-on, fo the housewife, a vacant space is easily 
selected. As the cover ls pushed into the rack, it 
is given a slight twlst or tilt away from an ad- 
jacent cover when the rack is crowded and thus 
the edge of one cover passes by the convexity or 
knob of the other and the two corne into nesting 
relation. The flexing of the knees in the region 
|| is important in this action and enables very 
compact storage to be effected. Aftm" the tllted 
cover has passed over the knob of the adjacent 
cover, it passes clown the sloping base-grille secm 
tion |5 and its rear edge engages in the upstand- 
ing grille section |6. The average convexed cover 
is then retained by the bars D with its more 
central convexed part engaging the adjacent bar 
in the base and back sections, and preventing it 
ïrom descending between the bars, and with lts 
opposite side in edge contact at two chordally 
related points with the next adjacent bar of the 
base section, and af two chordally related points 
with the colinear bar in the back section. Thus 
each lid of this type receives, in general, six points 
of support. 
The cross bar F in the offset section |7 is par- 
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ticularly desirable, as if prevents the housewlfe 
from pressing the covers down toward the bar B 
to such an extent as fo unduly exceed the elastic 
limit of the bars D and cause permanent defor- 
5 mation thereof or breaking of their junctions wlth 
the bar B. The extension of the bars D freely 
across the bar F fo the bar B thus imparts addl- 
tional resiliency to the knees. 
In addition the bar F affords edge support for 
10 any fiat covers which, because of lack of convexlty, 
descend between the bars D sufllciently to corne 
into contact therewith. To cooperate in thls 
function if is preferred that a second cross bar, 
as bar H, be provlded at the rear of the base 
15 section, and as noted it is preferred that this bar 
freely bridge the rack bars D so that the latter 
may have maximum reslllency. 
In ifs preferred forms the rack is likewlse 
adapted for wall mounting (Ftgs. 1 and 2 rotated 
2O clockwise nlnety degrees), and for that purpose 
one or more additional cross bars are preferably 
provided. In the form shown the bar I, in offset 
section |8, may be used to serve the saine purpose 
as bar F in offset section |7. Also, as a further 
25 precaution against small fiat covers dropping 
through the rack when the latter is wall mounted, 
a further cover supporting cross-rod (as the rod 
H) may be provided, fo limit the distance be- 
tween bars H and I, or H and C, to less than the 
3O diameter of the smallest fiat lid desired to be 
accommodated, or the section |5 and/or |6 may 
be provided with U-shaped cross rods such as the 
rod J. 
If will be noted that in the preferred form the 
35 bent sections |7 and |8 make for compactness 
both in shipment and in use. They provide a 
relatively small overall dimension between bars 
B and C whlle providing for nesting for shipment. 
Also without decreasing the capacity of the rack 
4O they adapt if for use in relatively narrow shelving 
and in locations where headroom is cramped. 
From the foregoing description of preferred 
embodiments of the invention, if will be appreci- 
ated that the invention is not limited to the 
95 precise forms shown, and that various details 
thereof may be omltted or embodled in other 
forms without sacriflcing the advantages of other 
novel features. 
I claire as my invention: 
50 1. A rack of the class described havlng a basem 
grille section of spaced parallel grille wires and 
an upstanding back-grille section of spaced par - 
allel grille wires coplanar with those of the base 
section, sald rack havlng an offset section adjacent 
55 the front end of its base section and disposed at 
an angle thereto comprising two spaced cross bars 
and coplanar integral extensions of the grille 
wires of said base grille bridging freely across the 
near cross bar and joined to the remote cross bar 
60 so that lateral flexibility is imparted to the knees 
of said grille wires between said offset section and 
said base section and said near cross bar lying 
close fo said grille wire extensions and preventing 
articles from descending deeply therebetween so 
65 that excessive stressing of the junctions of said 
extensions wlth sald remote cross bar is avoided. 
2. A rack of the class described comprlsing a 
frame having a front frame member, spaced 
parallel fore and art grille wires secured to said 
70 frame and extending in a flrst section upwardly fo 
a substantial distance from said front frame ruera- 
ber, thence in a second section gradually down- 
wardly and rearwardly for a second distance 
greater than said flrst named distance formlng a 
75 base section, then from the rear corner of said 
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base section in a third section sharply upwardly 
for a third distance approximately equal fo said 
second distance, and thence in a fourth section 
rearwardly for a distance approximately equal to 
said first named distance where they are attached 
to a rear frame member, said grille wires being 
continuous throughout all four of said sections 
and presenting at the junctions between said first 
and second sections and between said third and 
fourth sections laterally flexible knees, said fore 
and art grille wires being spaced to accommodate 
and support generally circular dished articles 
stored on edge between the aforesaid knees, said 
front and rear frame members being so located 
with respect to said rear corner that the plane 
deflned by the front frame member and the rear 
corner and the plane defined by the rear frame 
member and the rear corner meet at substan- 
tially right angles at such rear corner, said rack 
having a single set of cooperating mounting means 
adjacent said front frame member and adjacent 
said rear corner and generally aligned with th 
plane defined bY said front frame member and 
rear corner, so that bY said single set of mounting 
means said rack is adapted for" shelf mounting 
with said third section upstanding or for wall 
mounting with said second section upstanding, 
and presents substantially the saine article sup- 
Porting configuration in either position. 
3. A rack according fo claire 2 in which the 
respective sections of the defined W-shaped cross- 
section are disposed at angles of about sixty de- 
grees to each other and in which each of said 
second and third sections extend in the direction 
of said grille wires approxirnately three rimes as 
far as do said flrst and fourth sections. 
4. A rack according to claire 2, in which at least 
one of the respective sections of the deflned w- 
shaped cross-section is provided with a cross bar 
flxedly positioned substantially in contact with 
but freely bridging the intermediate wires of said 
section ata point substantially spaced from the 
adjacent flexible knee bends and secured only to 
the two marginal wires of said section. 
5. A rack of the class described comprising a 
frame having a front frame member, spaced par- 
allel fore and aft grille wires secured to said frame 
and extending in a iïrst section upwardly to a 
substantial distance from said front frame ruera- 
ber, thence in a second section gradually down- 
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wardly and rearwardly for a second distance 
greater than said first named distance forming 
a base section, thence in a third section sharply 
upwardly for a third distance approximately equal 
5 to said second distance, and thence in a fourth 
section rearwardly for a distance approximately 
equal fo said first named distance, said grille wires 
being continuous throughout all four of said sec- 
tions and presenting at the junctions between said 
]0 first and second sections and between said third 
and fourth sections laterally flexible knees, and 
said rack further comprising in at least one of 
said sections a transverse bar secured to said 
frame and lying close to but freely bridging the 
] 5 grille wires of said section for limiting the descent 
of stored elements between the grille wires of said 
section, thus preventing such elements from 
duly stressing the junctions between said grille 
wires and said frame. 
2o 6. A rack according to claire 5 in which said 
transverse bar bridges the grille wires of said first 
section in spaced relation to said front frame 
member. 
7. A rack according to claim 6 comprising two 
 of said transverse bars, one of said transverse 
bars bridging the grille wires of said flrst section 
in spaced relatibn fo said front frame member, 
and the other of said transverse bars bridging the 
grille wires of said third section proximate to the 
0 junction between said third and second sections. 
ELMER L. GREENSFELDER. 
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